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Striking a balance
Amity Global Business 
School’s Bachelor 
programmes combine 
academic challenge 
with a practical focus

HAZEL TAN

MEREDITH WOO

AMITY Global Business School 
prides itself on helping its stu-
dents get ahead of their peers, 
says Mr Michael Chance, Amity’s 
senior lecturer.

The institution offers three 
Bachelor programmes for A-level 
students: Bachelor of Arts (Hon-
ours) Business Studies, Bachelor 
Of Arts (Honours) Fashion Mar-
keting and Bachelor of Science 
(Honours) Computing. 

Awarded by University of North-
ampton, United Kingdom, they are 
recognised globally and cover ar-
eas including marketing, finance, 
economics, fashion, computing,  
design and management.

High achievers are offered schol-
arships in the form of a reduction 

STUDENTS who begin the four-
year ESSEC Global Bachelor in 
Business Administration (BBA) in 
Singapore will spend at least three 
semesters abroad.

It offers multiple internation-
al mobility experiences across 
the school’s four global campus-
es (France, Singapore, Morocco, 
Mauritius), an international ex-
change programme of at least six 
months at one of its 145 partner 
universities, and professional ex-
periences overseas. 

They can also expect an inter-
nationally diverse student and 
faculty body and the opportuni-
ty to pick up two new languages, 
one of which is French.

Says Associate Professor Reetika 
Gupta, marketing department 
and associate academic director 
of the Global BBA programme: 
“We truly believe that the global 
nature of the programme is what 
business professionals of tomor-
row need to be successful and 
there is no better launch pad in 
the region than Singapore.

“Leveraging the strong regional 
and global economic connections 
here, the Global BBA programme 
provides the unique opportu-
nity for young professionals to 
connect with both regional and 
global businesses looking to suc-
ceed in one of the fastest growing 
Asian economies.”

Well-rounded education
The ESSEC Global BBA focuses on 
a learning-by-doing pedagogical 
approach through an emphasis 
on aspects such as case studies 
and simulation games, and there 
is a strong focus on preparation 
for the job market.

The internship component of 
the curriculum involves at least 
nine months of integrated pro-
fessional experience and a one-
month stint at a humanitarian 
organisation.

There will also be regular pro-
fessional talks and workshops 
organised by the school’s Career 
Services Team.

At the end of their first year, 
Global BBA students can also apply 
to be part of the International 
Business Education Alliance (IBEA) 
track, a partnership between ESSEC 
and three partner universities: 
University of Mannheim, Ger-
many; Fundação Getulio Vargas 
– EBAPE in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; 
and University of South Carolina, 
United States.

Only 10 students from each of 
these institutions are selected for 
the IBEA track every year and they 
will spend one semester at each of 
the partner schools.

Next year, students will begin 
their Global BBA with a manage-
rial culture seminar. They will also 
be introduced to MOOCs (Mas-
sive Open Online Courses) related 
to non-business disciplines that 
will broaden their perspective 
and general knowledge.

New entrepreneurship cours-
es will be introduced, says Prof 
Gupta. The programme will also 
emphasise more on digital tools 
and issues and students can ex-
pect more international exchange 
and double degree partners.

In addition, Global BBA stu-
dents can now participate in the 
iMagination Week, a transdiscipli-
nary seminar, at ESSEC’s campus 
in Cergy-Pontoise, France, in their 
third year.

in their tuition fees. Top achievers 
receive full scholarships.

To qualify for the scholarship, 
students must achieve 6.5 out 
of 10 points, or the equivalent of 
Grade B and above, for their A levels 
or highest qualifications. 

Those pursuing a bachelor’s de-
gree must also have IELTS (Inter-
national English Language Testing 
System) 6.0 or its equivalent, and 
proof of proficiency in the English 
language. 

Shortlisted students must at-
tend a final panel review conduct-
ed by the institution. 

Global networking 
opportunities
Amity aims to provide the best 
mix of practice and theory to en-
sure its students’ success. 

“We place great emphasis on 
supporting our students with ca-
reer guidance and assistance,” 
says Mr Chance, who teaches 
subjects such as international 
business negotiation, strategic 
marketing, entrepreneurship re-
port, business research project, 
marketing essentials, systems and 
operations management at the 

Bachelor and Master levels.
“Rigorous efforts are made by 

the school to provide the best of 
exposure and mentoring to the 
students,” he adds.

With a strong global network, 
Amity conducts regular industry- 
focused activities such as  
international conferences and 
panel discussions. 

They feature chief executive of-
ficers, human resources directors 
and subject matter experts from 
financial institutions. 

Events held last year included 
a seminar in October featuring 
an industry speaker who advised 
students on preparing for a new 
economy, and a personal brand-
ing workshop in November that 
offered insights into building per-
sonal brands.

Amity also launched Career 
Connect 2016 and collaborated 
with the Singapore Business Fed-
eration to bring together more 
than 25 companies from across 
different industries at the event.

Says Mr Chance: “This was a new 
platform created solely for grad-
uates and qualified professionals 
with the purpose of providing new 

and exciting opportunities to those 
seeking to jumpstart their careers, 
explore growth and development 
opportunities and upgrade their 
skillsets.

“Our seminars and confer-
ences offer students first-hand 
interaction with the best of the 
recruiters in the industry, and 

provide them a good platform to 
showcase their potential to pro-
spective employers.”

In addition, students get to at-
tend lectures by industry guests, 
undertake practical visits to vari-
ous companies and participate in 
the implementation of industry 
projects.

Amity places great emphasis on supporting its students with career 
guidance and assistance, says Mr Chance. PHOTOS: CHONG JUN LIANG

The global nature of the ESSEC 
Global BBA is what business 
professionals of tomorrow need 
to be successful, says Prof Gupta.

Launch 
pad to 
the world
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